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Description: The course aim that giving an overview of Significant folk performing art forms 

and traditions around the world and India- Geographical distribution of folk performing 

traditions in India is so diverse and cultural specific in nature. Studying these traditions help 

the students to critically analyze and understand their own communities and cultural 

expressions which will result in appreciating the heritage of our land. 

Unit - I: Introduction- What is Folklore- classification of folklore- Definition and 

characteristics of Folk tradition- concepts: Folk performing tradition - Folk Narration - Folk 

music - Folk Drama - Folk Theatre etc. - Important of Text, Texture and Context - History of 

folk performing art tradition around world- History of folk performing art in India- 

Development of different performing art tradition in India.  

Unit II: Oral formulaic theory - Millman Parry-Albert Lord - Performance theory – Richard 

Bauman- Karl Kroeber - Richard Schechner- Raymond Wilson- Contextual theory - Lev 

Vygotsky and Urie Bronfenbrenner - Bronislaw Malinowski – Roger Abrahams - Dan Ben 

Amos - Alan Dundes - Robert George - Kenneth Goldstein -Ethnographic approach - Meta 

folklore. 

Unit III: Folk Culture and Narrative Performances – Folk Music Tradition – Folk Songs 

Tradition- Bards and Ballads - Story Telling Traditions and Puppetry Traditions 

Unit IV: Folk performance tradition India – Folk Theatre tradition- Dance Drama Traditions - 

Folk Dance – Folk Art Tradition- Ritualistic Performances –- Practicing and Performing 

Communities. 

Unit V: Select forms and Cases like Patachitra - Madhubani Painting - Kalamkari - Warli Art 

- Lion Dance and Peacock Dance - Santhal Dance - Jatra- Theyyam, Mudiyettu, Padayani, 

Chavittu nadakam - Prahalad nadaka - Ras leela – Ram Leela -  Thamasha, Lavani - 

Yakshaghanam - Chindu Yakshaganam - Villu pattu, Therukoothu - Gombayatta - Ravan 

Chaya - Tholpavakoothu - Satriya, Bhihu - Kalbelia Rajastan- Bhavai – Swang. 
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